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MMC opposes city
'service charges'
A proposal that would allow cities
and towns to levy "service charges" on
tax-exempt hospitals. schools and other
institutions drew strong MMC opposition
last week.
MMC Associate Vice President Edward
J. McGeachey pointed out what he called
"several serious flaws" in the measure at
an Augusta hearing before the Legislative
Committee on Taxation. He refuted the
bill's "inherent assumption" that such
institutions "are a drain on the taxpayers
of the municipality."
Far from being a drain. McGeachey
said. "MMC makes a substantial. direct
contribution worth thousands of dollars
through inpatient services. emergency
services. outpatient clinics. its Family
Practice Unit on Munjoy Hill. the Casco
Bay Health Center and its public health
education programs. More than a third of
its inpatients come from Portland;" he
said. "more than half of its clinic patients
come from Portland; and more than 90
percent of the patients who use the
Family Practice Unit and the Casco
Bay Health Center are Portland residents."
McGeachey said "a substantial portion
of the care provided by MMC for Portland residents is subsidized by the hospital." He counted more than half a
million dollars in direct support of clinics.
special programs and emergency services
provided by the hospital. He added that
MMC also "bears the burden of about
$850.000 in free patient services for
Portland residents who cannot or will
not pay their hospital bills."
The hospital spokesman said MMC
"makes a more than significant contribution to the economic health of Portland simply by being there." He explained that most of MMC's $56 million

annual budget is spent in payrolls and
purchases. that MMC now employs more
than 2.800. and has more than 200
private physicians on its active staff.
most of whom practice in Portland and
pay taxes on their offices and other
facilities. He said the institution attracts
not only patients. employees and doctors.
but a wide range of health professionals.
visitors. outside contractors. suppliers and
participants in health education programs.
"In any single day." he said. "5.000
people pass through the hospital; every
one of them contributing in one way or
another to the economic health of the
city."
McGeachey said "it is an illusion that
'service charges' on the hospital would
totally remove the number of dollars as
a burden on the taxpayers. The 'service
charge' would be a cost to the hospital.
and like other hospital costs." he said.
"the levy would eventually be paid by
patients in higher charges for inpatient
care. emergency services. outpatient
clinics and other MMC programs."
"The bulk of these 'service charqes' •••
he said. "ultimately would be levied on
residents of Portland."

'lke' Webber retires...
See story, page 3

Maine Medical Center's weekly newspaper WHAT'S HAPPENING has been
judged a First Place winner in the New
England Hospital Public Relations Awards
competition for internal periodicals.
WH Editor Marge Harris and P/R Assistant Michele Carpentier will accept the
award for the hospital and Director of
Public Relations Joseph H. Cobb at the
NEHPRA annual meeting in Boston today.
First published in August. 1969, as a
single page. mimeographed newsletter published within the Public Relations department. WH has grown in size and stature to
its present 11"x 17" format produced
completely in-house as a cooperative effort
by three MMC departments ... Public Relations. Audio-Visual and the hospital Print
Shop. part of the Materials Management
Published every Wednesday. WH has a
circulation of 3;000. Today's issue completes 503 consecutive weeks of uninterrupted publication.

Mrs. Drake to head
1979 Annual Fund
Mrs. Emerson H. Drake. leader of the
successful 1977 MMC Annual Fund campaign. will resume the chairmanship for
the 1979 effort. chairman Robert
Porteous of the MMC Development
Committee said last week.
Mrs. Drake will be assisted by Mrs.
Sidney Wernick. MMC Corporator and
long-term volunteer. and Dr. J. Howard
Hannemann. director of MMC's Division
of Radiation Therapy.
A kick-off meeting has been scheduled
April 4 for members of the 1979 Annual
Fund Committee who will set the dollar
goal for the drive. Dr. Hannemann has
called a May 2 meeting for members
of the Medical Staff annual fund subcommittee.

Pediatrics at MMC, said he and other
members of the MMC Medical Staff are
confident the new clinic will be a valuable
addition and health resource for children
throughout the state. Dr. Hallett said the
new clinic will be headed by Dr. Daniel
Shannon, a pediatric pulmonary specialist
from Massachusetts General Hospital,
Boston. Dr. Shannon, who is director of
the MGH Pediatric Intensive Care Unit,
will be at the Portland hospital one day
monthly.
He will work with Dr. Edgar Caldwell,
director, and other members of the MMC
Pulmonary Medicine Division, in conducting the new clinic.

Pine Tree plans 6th
summer camp program

NINE STUDENTS SUCCESSFULLY completed the hospital's Operating Room Technology program and were presented pins and diplomas at a March 17 ceremony. The
graduates include: left to right, seated, Rhonda L. Hodgdon, Diane B. Croteau, Jennifer
A. Aceto and Susan D. Hedges. Standing, Theresa A. Vallee, Joan P. Souza, James D.
Harpster, Henry W. Gilman and Suzanne C. McCarthy. (A/V Photo)

Educational coloring book developed
to teach youngsters about hemophilia
Hemophiliac children in Maine now
may learn about the disease through an
educational coloring book, developed by
the Genetic Counseling Center in Ellsworth, in conjunction with Maine's Comprehensive Hemophilia Treatment Center.
"JJ and Jane and the Inheritance of
Hemophilia" illustrates the experiences of
"JJ," a young hemophiliac, and his family as they identify the disease, learn how
to cope with it, and plan for the future.
The 20-page book is written so that a
child may understand it, but is informative enough to give any adult a basic understanding of hemophilia.
Emphasis is given to explaining the
genetic factors of the disease, as well as
the characteristics of hemophilia. The
fictional "Higgins" family learns what to
expect with children they may have in
the future, and what the chances are of
their children's children inheriting the disease.
Involved in the recent revision of the
book were Louis Bove, MD, Marjorie
Boyd, MD, and Joan Soreff, ACSW, of
the Comprehensive Hemophilia Treatment Center of Maine, together with Ge-

netics Counseling Director Clareann
Bunker, AB.
The Hemophilia Treatment Center was
organized last Spring as an offshoot of
the New England Hemophilia Center of
Worcester, Mass. Its goal has been to provide comprehensive care for hemophiliacs, and to continuously supervise the
medical and social aspects affecting them
and their families.

Pediatric pulmonary
clinic funds granted
The Maine Lung Association has
granted $2,500 to the Maine Medical
Center for the establishment of a
Pediatric Pulmonary clinic. The new
facility will treat infants and children
with chronic lung diseases and breathing
problems.
The gran~ was announced recently by
George T. Nilson, executive director of
the Maine Lung Association. It is for a
one-year period, with a mechanism for
review and possible renewal of funding
at the end of a year.
Dr. George W. Hallett, chief of

The Summer Camp Program of the
Pine Tree Diabetes Association is planning its sixth summer at Camp Sebago,
July 23 to August 7.
The program's aims are "to provide a
healthy and safe atmosphere for diabetic
children, to aid in making social adjustments and in the development of desirable, habitual lifestyles necessary for
proper management of their diabetes."
Their staff includes a physician, registered
nurse, registered dietitian, and counselors
who are diabetics themselves.
Camp fee is $120, with some financial
aid available from the Pine Tree Diabetes
Association. Contributors are the Maine
Medical Center, the Pine Tree Diabetes
Association, the Ames Company, the
Benton-Dickinson Co., the Individual
Caring People, the Lilley Co., the Salvation Army, the Sherwood Medical Co.,
the Universalist Church and the Upjohn
Co.
For camping information, contact
Barbara Hall, RD, Co-Chairman; 576
Ocean House Rd., Cape Elizabeth, Maine
04107; telephone 799-2136.
If you're interested in working,
contact Debra Perkins, RN, Co-Chairman;
RR # 3, Varney Mill Rd., South Windham, Maine 04082; telephone 892-3749.

obout people
Mary Keysor, RD, dietitian in the
Outpatient Department, recently assisted
with a Diet and Nutrition Workshop at
the University of Southern Maine. Mary
also serves as nutrition consultant to the
Greater Portland Lifeline adult fitness
program, sponsored cooperatively by
USM and the Portland YMCA.

Colleagues say 'total dedication' is hallmark
of Dr. Isaac Webber's 59-year surgical career
"If there was one phrase to sum up
Dr. Webber's surgical career," said longtime friend and colleague Louis Asali,
MD, "it would be '100 percent total
dedication.":
That career-began in 1920 shortly
after graduation from Bowdoin Medical
School-came to a close March 1, 1979.
Dr. Isaac M. Webber will turn 85 Sunday.
He will be honored Friday evening
at the tenth annual Surgical Symposium,
when he will be presented a plaque and a
portrait of himself painted by renowned
Maine artist Claude Montgomery. The
testimonial dinner will follow the eighth
in a series of "Webber Lectures," named
for him in 1971 after he delivered a talk.
He has been guest of honor every year
since then.
As the first board-certified surgeon in
Maine long before surgery was a specialty,
Dr. Webber spent a great deal of time on
the road, traveling to communities where
major surgery was needed, recalls Dr.
Asali, who frequently accompanied and
assisted him.
"We'd blast off in his LaSalle coupe
at 5:30 am-to towns like Belfast, Far·
mington, Bridgton and Exeter, New
Hampshire. He'd always wear the same
overshoes and an ankle-lenqth raccoon
coat," he said, smiling.
"He taught doctors how to operate
before there were any formal training
programs."
Dr. Webber began modern training
programs as they now exist at the Maine
Medical Center, serving as the Surgery
Department Chief in the late 1940's
on a volunteer basis.

Dr. Webber, breaking ground for the
Richards Wing.

"He has set a shining example for the
more than 75 physicians who have
trained under him," says former student
and colleague Dr. Ferris Ray. "No one
could match his devotion to the work,
or the way he pays complete attention to
every detail. He's an example of a man
who's done it all himself."
His continual drive for self-education
has been one of his most remarkable
traits, say his colleagues, who have all
seen him in the library when the doors
first opened. "He'd love to ask you
about some brand new treatment or
procedure that you didn't happen to
know much about," said Robert McAfee,
MD, one of Dr. Webber's associates.
"He'd just been pouring over the medical
journals reading all about it."

Dr. Webber and former MMC vice president Philip K. Reiman.
nuns. It was the leading medical institution even then, without the techniques
and medicine we know now.
"Dr. Webber studied then under
Charlie and Willie Mayo, the famous
Mayo brothers.
"The rule was that you scrubbed for

'

...""""'... .

1

l#li>~~"

~·t
Dr. Webber, "King for a Day," on his 75th birthday, 10 years ago.
"In fact, Dr. Webber was the first one
in the library the morning after he
retired," Dr. McAfee said.
Besides his drive for knowledge and
insistence upon precision, the trait most
admired by Dr. Webber's colleagues and
students is the care he has shown his
patients-from the early days of surgery
until a few weeks ago, when he performed his last operation, a mastectomy.
~e is described by fellow surgeons as a
"master of pre- and post-operative care,"
who carried the type of personal patient
attention found in "the old days" to his
last days of practice.
Dr. Richard Dillihunt likes to tell this
story of Dr. Webber:
"Dr. Webber did his early training at
the Mayo Clinic in Rochester, Minnesota,
from 1923 to 1926-when it was run by

ten minutes. Once when Dr. Webber was
assisting Charlie with an operation,
Charlie stopped scrubbing after three
minutes, and left to go to the Operating
Room. Dr. Webber started to follow him,
when he was grabbed by the back of the
collar by one of the nuns.
"'Go scrub ten minutes: she said.
When you're as good as he is, then you
can scrub three minutes. But for now,
go scrub ten minutes.":
Dr. Dillihunt paused, and said, "You'd
better believe Dr. Webber scrubbed for
ten minutes-up until the day he retired."
And so has the remarkable career and
devotion of "lke" Webber influenced
those who have worked with him during a
span of 59 years. He hasn't really left the
O.R., but will be there in the spirit and
backbones of those who have known him.

Welcome ... to these new employees:
ACCOUNTING
Christopher Coburn
DIETARY
Susan Cole
Sara Conley
Lynne Aitkenhead
Elizabeth Ann Carey
Crystal Lewellyn
Debra Dufour
Kathleen Mcl)onough
John Cloutier
ENGINEERING SERVICES
Steven Evans
David Tardy
HEMATOLOGY
Kathleen Feeney

HOUSEKEEPING
Virginia Fleck
Jerry Hudson
Patricia Welch
Ernest Chappell
Julie Russell
LABORATORY
Patricia Whittier
NICC
Barbara Wilkinson
NURSING
Linda O'Neil, RN
Mary Darby, RN
Mary Dunn, RN
Beth Shurman, RN
Michael Thibodeau

Smith's death saddens
MMC friends, associates
The MMC community
was saddened
to learn of the March 19 death of John
W. Smith, Jr., former controller
and
assistant treasurer at the Medical Center.
A native of Niagara Falls, NY, Smith
served as MMC controller from 1951 to
~968 when he was named to fill the new
position of Assistant Treasurer-Finance.
He served in this position until his retirement in 1974.
He was treasurer of the Maine Heart
Association for 18 years and served as its
executive coordinator
for two years. He
was past president and treasurer of the
Greater Portland Credit Bureau and past
treasurer of the Maine Hospital Association.
Smith is survived by his wife Dorothy
Somers Smith of Portland, a son, two
daughters and five grandchildren.

marketplace
BOOKKEEPING SERVICES AVAILABLE:
General ledger thru trial balance; cash receipts
& disbursements; payroll; taxes; cashflow
reports; profit/loss statements; 30/60/90 day
reports. For references & rates, phone: 7753046 eves.

FOR SALE: Men's medium-size fisherman
knit sweater. Contact Anna Freeman,
Admitting or call 774-8902.
WANTED: Married couple looking for a
furnished apt. to sub-let this summer. Contact
Nancy Garber in Staff Dev. or call 6274852
eves.
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WHAT'S HAPPENING is published every Wednesday at Maine Medical Center, Portland,
Maine, for members of the Hospital community
and for friends of the institution throughout
Maine and northern New England. Comments,
questions and suggestions may be addressed to
the Editor, Public Relations Dept., MMC, Portland, Me., 04102.
Director of Public Relations
Joseph H. Cobb
Editor
Marjorie W. Harris
Editorial Assistant
Michele V. Carpentier
Contributors to this issue:
George A. Drew, Print Shop
Henry J. Guiod, Jr., Print Shop
David R. Higgins, A/V Resources
Charlotte L. Hurd, A/V Resources

Named to staff

FOR SALE: Sears Kenmore stove, 4 yrs. old.
Continuous clean oven, avocado. $100. See
Diana in Emer. days, or call 929~786 eves.

The following have been appointed
to the Medical Staff by action of the
MMC Board of Trustees:
Constance M. Fanning, MD, psychiatrist, and Israel Zeltzerman,
MD, psychiatrist.

FOR SALE: 1976 Toyota Celica GT, 5 spd.,
green with tan interior, rust-proofed, AM-FM
stereo radio, 46,000 miles. $3000. Call 8832660 after 6 pm.

MMC physicians hold
Power Squadron posts

FOR SALE: '78 Magnum XE, cream puff,
loaded w/extras, must sacrifice. $6,000. Call
892-3418 after 5 pm,

ROOMMATE(S) WANTED: To share farmhouse in No. Yarmouth. Leave message in
Dr. Luck or Dr. Carter's mailbox, or call
829-5077 eves.
JOBS WANTED: Exterior or interior painting.
Call Ed or Roy. 775-2086 or 772~223.
FOR SALE: 1976 125CB Honda street bike.
Only 200 miles! $450 firm. Contact Scott in
Security Tues. thru Sat., 84 pm.
FOR RENT: 4 attractive large rooms, bath,
hot water and gas included. Adults only.
Call 772-1705. Near MMC.
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Kathleen Crocker, RN
OPERATING ROOM
Gregory Barden
PATHOLOGY
Lynn Jones
PATIENT ACCOUNTS
Muriel Sanborn
Mary Cain
PHARMACY
Patricia Kilmartin
PULMONARY MEDICINE
A. Lynn Batherson
PURCHASING
Diane Nelson
RESPIRATORY THERAPY
Maureen Bucken
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Dr. Edgar J. Caldwell, director of the
Division of Pulmonary
Medicine, was
appointed
Fleet Surgeon of the Casco
Bay Power Squadron
at the group's
annual meeting Saturday evening. He
holds the rank of Squadron Lieutenant.
Dr. Norman W. Saunders was re-appointed instructor of Junior Navigation.
The Squadron's newly-appointed
commander, Clifford Hassell, is the husband
of Engineering
department
secretary
Roxie Hassell.

WANTED:
A sewing machine
The Department
of Rehabilitation
Medicine needs a standard electric sewing
machine in good working condition for
use with patients in its programs of
Occupational
and Recreational Therapy.
Anyone who can donate such a
machine is asked to call Richard Balser,
administrative
assistant,
Rehabilitation
Medicine, at 871-2343,
or Peter C.
Barnard, director of Development,
at
871-2669.

